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Welcome to Blackwater

At Blackwater we have amazing outdoor
spaces. Our Wild area is a slo,ecLaL Io,Lace that
our children, and adults, are anrzdi,bty

Luc/cy to have as one of our Lea,mmg

SIO,CLCQS :

mmgh our cutdoor Lea,ang, Wild Time, the
children have countless oppartunLtLes to
experiment, discover, learn and experience
the natural world. It creates a sense of
 belonging as they are actively involved in
the constant dzvz[opm,ent of our wild area.




Qutdoor learning at Blackwater

We have a Thrive / Trauma Informed

Iamvidi,n,g set activities whilst va uing the impottance of free IaLa, , viewing each child as unigue
in their needs, interests and motivations, supporting them with their Leamtng and to he resilient,
ca,lo,able, confident and self- assured.

We believe play helps children s de

Free Lay allows children to proctice oLecLsLon-ma/ang skills, learn to- work in groups, share,
resolve conflicts and advocate for themselves. It also allows them to discover what thzy enjoy
at their own pace.

Rlecy has been shown to be heneficial to children’s dzvv,[opm,ent b,y he[lal;ng them cope with
stresstul situations, allow them to assess situations and surmundi,ngs, learn how- to follow-
through, improve soctial interaction skills, increase creativity, assist in unders to,n,dmg their own
LLmLtaj)LQms, recognize area.s for improvement, and he[la form positive, pro-active gLVQ it a 90"
attitudes.



Qutdoor learning at Blackwater

. Standalone outdoor learning sessions

2. Outdoor learning in the main Curriculum

3. Outdoor Warrior sessions

b. Hidden Curriculum ;‘
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Qutdoor learning at Blackwater

1. Standalone outdoor ing session.s

As part of our curriculum, ALL children have the opportunity to take part in outdoor Le,a,ang
as part of their offer here. These are OTga,rLLSQ,oL as six sessions (2 hours a week) on a
roﬂmg programme. These stand alone sessions link in with our SMSC offer.

2. Outdoor bzamw.g in the main Curriculum
There are countless opportunities to link the learning outside. This is done as part of our
proctice and ethos here at Blackwuater. Due to the rcl;%ddro,n (and sta,ff) bQ,Lng trained in

ma,/ci,ng the most out of the outdoors, this ha,a,aens now- very m:c]a,m;cauy.
Additional resources have heen b,ought to- support this e. g o*rienteermg around the school.

3. Outdoor Warrior Sessions
l\ All year %ml,las have the opportunity to qo out and exlalom dg‘fferzn,t woy's that make us
C

c;ﬁ-ru;sh. is is part qf our Personal Devz[opmp,n,t offer. \ y
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Qutdoor learning at Blackwater

L. Hidden Curriculum
The effort and pa.ssion from staff and parents means that children get an even hetter of fer
th. h additional support e. g. growing in the Iaoiy tunnel, support with the outside areas,

donations from local communities.




Qutdoor learning at Blackwater

Standalone wtdovrtea.rmng session.s

Wild Time Progression

Each child in“each year group will be en,couraged to- deve[op their /crwwiedge, skills
and Lndzlozndence as they leamn and proctice outdoor Lea,n,i,ng throug hout their school
joumney, whilst constant y consLden‘n.g the Wild E xpectations:

- To be safe

o Jo listen

« [o be kind and res ul too humans and e

« [ohe respmsLb,Le or own behaviour and ings.

[

The learning will he fluid, incornorating, am,ongst others, play, creativity, social
&/ tov‘lf skills a,nﬂp den mngktng. P J

/\ skills, fure Skills,




Qutdoor learning at Blackwater
Our aim is to support children to bhe able to take risks in a

safe environment sothen they can grow hecome well-
rounded individuals in soz:l;eéz/.

Individuals, who can manage social situations with ease,
cha[[enge others on their bel%efs and strive to live a hza[thy

and harmoniows Lifesty le.

We want our children to {2‘5 ter a love of the environment to
take a res,amsi,bdl;ty int comm,un,i,ty fmm a young age.



Where to start . . .

Start with what you have . . Use available space to provide different learning experiences. Once
y pace top g expe
you start using them, you will soon get youreye in on how- to deve op them.

Train the children . . . It will take some time fo7~ the children to adjust to Lza,mi,ng outdoors and
be'mg adult gubded. Start with small easy activities and be Iare,aarzd o spend money on wellies and

waterprovfs.
FOTU.gQ and collect . . . Use as much natwral material as Iao*ssLbLQ in your outdoor Lo,a,rm;ng.

Assess the risks . . . Risk assessments are your friends. Dft Health and Safety 9uLda,rLce
recommends that children show he ahle to experience a wide range of activities, and health and
safety measures should hzlla us do that, not stop them.

Mix it up . . . Use all aspects of b,emg outdoors, dont J’u,st stick to one su,bj'ect - stretch across the
curriculum until it hecomes emhedded as part of your school Li,fe.

Work as a team . . Whole school CPD, giving different classes different areas to grow, hrainstorm

in insets, get everyone involved.

Have fun! . . . Try to step away from trying to- prescribe what the children do instead of encourage
them tbf think, do a,nngt Q,IIO,[,O'IRQ for ggmselvg.n#hz Itllarotess bQLn,g the main focus, not the quzccom J



