Surely 1 or 2 days absent a week doesn’t seem much but this is how it is..

If your child misses... That equals... Which is... And over 13 years of schooling that's...
1 day per fortnight 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly 1 % years
2 days per week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years

If your child is late 10 minutes a day - surely that won’t matter or affect my child..

Only missing just.. That equals.. Which is... Over 13 years of schooling
that’s...
10 minutes per day | 50 minutes per week Nearly 1 % weeks per Nearly % a year

year

.52‘/&@&&5 to Fromote Good Attendarnce

Here at Blackwater, we want all children to have the opportunity tor he in school
to- succeed in their bza,mtng. Here are some ways in which we promote gomi at-
tendance:

=

The Attendance /V\O'TL/OQ,H. This cu,d,diy toy is given out in /V\md,ay’s
assembLy to the class with the thhzst attendance. Thzy sloznd, the week
Lov'lang after him. .

End of term treat for the class who has the thh,est attendance. These treats

are chosen by the School Council. E. g visit to the local po,rlc, fomst school
afternoon, movie and popcorn time.

Letters home to- all parents half tzrmly whose child has an attendance
lower than 96%. Op,aortum;tlzs to- discuss this with the Headteacher or the
EWO.

You can find out what your childs attendance is b,y using our eSchoots APP.
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Attendance Ladder

How close are you to reaching to the top?
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2 Months off each - SERIOUS
-— CONCERNS

School




Arrival at schoul

The school gates open at 8.Lt5am until 9am. Pupds arriving on the school 9round,5 before
8.45am cannot be supo,rvised unless thzy attend our Breakfast Club

Punct

Arriving at schoot on time gives your child a great start to-the day, putting them in a posi-
tive frame of mind to- make the most of the d,a,y’s Le,a,mm,g and activities. The school gates
open at 8.L5am to- give your child lo,ban,ty of time to-arrive and settle before the formal start
to the school d,ay at 9am. If your child arrives after 9am, thzy need to- come to- reception tor
sign in at the school office. Parents will be asked to-sign the late book to- confirm their
child’s late arrival and the reason for this. Arriving in schoot after register closes at 9.30am
counts as an unauthorised ahsence and will show on your child's attendance record.

CotlzctL%J your child from school

We all understand that sometimes parents can be unavoidably delayed when coiLecthg their
child from school and we appreciate the phone calls to- the office &LLLng us if this is the case
so-that we can let your child know- and avoid any worries. However, if children are late
b,QLng cotlected at the end of the da,y , we will ask the person coi&ctmg them to- sign our late
book and give the reason for this.

Absences

Parents/carers should contact the school on the first d,ay of their child's
When pa,mnts/ carers rw‘thg us of their child's ahsence it is important that th;ag PfU’V‘idQ us
with details of the reason for their ahsence.

absence.

llness

When children have an illness that means th,zy will he away from schoot Lcmg term, the
school will do-all it can to send material home, sothat th,ey can /ce,e,lo, up with their school
work.

Where over the course of an academic year, a child has rv,lozatp,d fw"wds of illness, the
school will contact parents to ask them to fmrvv;dz medical evidence foreach future ,ozrwd of
illness related ahsence

Parental Rgar@stfor Absence from School for Hoii,da,g

With effect from Se,o,mmbzr 2013 the government aholished the r(ght of headteachers to
authorise absence sp)chchaU,y for /wiLdags of up to 10 d,ays per year if slo;acLaL circum-
stances exist. Instead, headteachers will onf.y be allowed to grant leave of absence for

any reason if tfw,y are satisfied exoapttana[ circumstances exist. A copy of the Parental
Req,uzst for Leave of Absence can be obtained from the office.

Ad,d.rv.ssmg Attendance Concerns

In prima school we rel nts to-ensure their child attends school rzgularty
and punctual[y, and therefore concerns about attendance are LnLtLaLLy raised with
parents. There will be opportunities for the pa,rznt/ carer to- discuss reasons for absence
and support to he given by the school with the aim to improve attendance. Where a
child’s attendance record does not improve over a perwd of time then the school has a
reslaonsLb,LLLty to-make a referral to the Educational Welfare Service. The Education Wel-
fare Officer (EWO) visits once a term to- check and monitor attendance. 777,?.5 carry out
mgular reqister checks to wl,entgcy children with low- attendance ( usua[[y below-94%).
The EWO may issue fixed penalty fines, or seek to prosecute  parents where, despite
support bp.l.ng Iamvtdzd, parents fail toensure that their child attends schoot regulo,rty .

IF YOUR CHILD MISSES SCHOOL ON A REGULAR BASIS IT MAY:

= SQFLULLSLH hinder your child's lfw.ang and their abLLLtg to- do- well and achieve
their po‘tznt‘ual.

= Affect their confidence to attempt new- &ammg and their a,bj,LLty to- work and
learn olo-ngsi,dz others in 9Q,nzml and as a result dzvv.[op,
indeed refuse to-attend schoot

reluctance or

= DLSFLLP,t your child's routines and make them feel vulnerable on their retumn to
school

= Cause cLLsrupt‘wn to- baach'mg routines ( if teachers need to revisit previous
eamning ) and as a result affect the lxmeng of other children in your child's
class.

= Affect their abLLLtH to- make and sustain frizndshl;p groups which may lead tor
your child becom'mg disillusioned with school and education school as th,ey get
older.

Plzasemmzmbzrtfmtyouhu.mategald.uty taansumyourchdda.tband.s schoot on a
mgutarb,a.si,s.




